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Abstract

The Air Show at Travis was started and named by the Travis Air Base as the Thunder Over Solano where pilots could execute at the air show. The Air Force stood for to her performers like Eddie Andreini and therefore promised that it was to ensure their safety through the provision of effective, reasonable, appropriate rescue and firefighters for the aircraft services catering the situations where a pilot could experience any mishap in the routine course. However, within the regular shows, one pilot Eddie Andreini an experienced pilot who had signed with the Travis Air Force having involved in the accident that led to his death. The way the Air Force responded to the fire incident was so poor that even having regulations of having trucks within the show center for any emergency, their trucks were too far that they only arrived approximately five minutes instead of the 60-second response that is required. The Travis Air Force denied liability and the way the case unfolded was so mysteriously with the Air Force ending up to blame Eddie for the accident.
Eddie Andreini accident law case

There has been a controversy over who is to blame over the plane accident responsible for Eddie Andreini’s demise. Everything was normally happening in the fateful day till everything changes and the plane caught fire. From the Air Force documents, it was revealed that the Air Force regulations confused the Travis Officials. When the aircraft caught fire, even the bystanders wanted to go and help Eddie, but unfortunately, they were not allowed since they were told that the firefighters should be allowed to do their job. It took firefighters five minutes to get to the plane, and by that time Eddie had been burnt to death. According to the National Fire Protection Association, it has stipulated rules that firefighters are supposed to take a maximum of three minutes to get to a burning plane for them to save any life. The rules from this body are the ones that govern the standards of the operations of firefighters in airports with the inclusion of those in the United States Air Force base. The case involving the burning of Eddie Andreini in the plane then was controversial, and a lot of negligence and ignorance seemed to have served their best.

The interior of an aircraft has extremes to which in cases of accidents of fire people can survive. For instance, the atmosphere in an aircraft fuselage when there is an exterior fire, it can only keep occupants safe for a maximum of three minutes when the airframe integrity is still maintained throughout the effect (Danko, 2015). The safety time can significantly reduce at times when the fuselage has been fractured and, in such cases, therefore there needs to be rapid control of fire. Besides, there is a difference between the aircraft that are flown during airshows and the aircraft for transport. Aircraft for airshows are generally smaller in size and their resistant to fire is always less and as compared to the resistance of the transport category aircraft. Due to this, fire trucks at airshows are supposed to arrive at sites for air crashes at a relatively less time within a maximum of a minute or even less. For these reasons, therefore the firetrucks are required to be placed at the points where the probability of the occurrence of an accident is high, and then it will be easier for the trucks to get to the planes involved in a crash. Such a place should be for instance at the terminals of runways that are consistently active. Unfortunately, most of the show crashes occur at the show centers and never at the runways. Therefore, fire trucks in air shows should be positioned at these centers. From Eddie accident, one of the witnesses of Travis Air Force articulated this point as he said that the show center is where major dangerous accidents occur.

Eddie Andreini’s accident occurred on May 4 during his routine flying at the open house in Travis Base. Eddie was trying out a stunt referred to as the inverted ribbon cut. While in the process, something went wrong in his attempts to try out the inverted ribbon cut (Danko 2015). There was a slide up by the Stearman along the runway, and this resulted in a stop, which smacked dab show center.  As a result, information from the personnel of the Air Force shows that Eddie struggled to get out while waiting for the firetrucks to come for his safety. Three minutes passed without the trucks arriving, and by the time they arrived, it was already late, and Eddie had burnt. 
The Air Force was not ready to explain what had transpired for the delay of the trucks, and this called for their sue under the Act for Freedom of Information. Documents from within the Air Force were obtained which showed how their regulations were misunderstood by the brass. The brass mistakenly thought that they were prohibited by the rules from the station the fire trucks close to the show center. Thus, the trucks were positioned approximately 2 miles away by the Air Force. From a distance the trucks were stationed, with their speed limit of 45 mph, it took more than four minutes for the truck to arrive at Eddie. If even one of the firetrucks has been placed at the show center as was stipulated, then the firemen could have reached out to Eddie, and She could have been salvaged. 

It is evident that some regulations that have been put in place can be confusing. Most people ask themselves whether the mistake that Air Force understood. It is not really that it was misunderstood. Travis has a manual that it gives to its organizers and them, and everybody agrees to follow, and from this, it was shown that the trucks are required to be harbored at the center of the show.  The manual even went ahead and stipulated the personnel that is permitted to access the aerobatic box, and the fire or the rescue team, as well as demonstration teams, were one of them. The manual as well further said that the trucks should be positioned where they can immediately access as the show line not like how Air Force Travis had theirs a mile away. It is still not clear how the Air Force Brass was confused since a week before the accident the FAA had cleared the mess up when it informed Travis that the fire tracks belonged to the box close to the show center. 

In their defense, Travis argues that their team and especially the staff of Air ops was made to trust that the show center was sterile and protected and therefore not even an emergency vehicle could be packed there (Danko, 2015). They say that they learned the truth about this issue like a week before to the show when some individuals of FAA discussed it (Danko, 2015). It was established that some individuals or even official vehicles for the airshow could be places at the aerobatic box. From the documents of the Air Force, it was shown that the week earlier before the occurrence was enough for Travis to correct their mistake which they had been doing unknowingly (Danko 2014). That one week was enough for them to make plans on how the trucks were to get back to the show center. Seemingly, the officials at Travis had made a decision that the positioning of the trucks could be where they could not offer any help to a performer. Therefore, because they had already made a plan, then it meant that they were not ready to change even if it meant that people’s lives were in danger and unnecessarily risked. 

It is very flabbergasting that even after the Travis realizing what had happened, they still claimed that they had responded to the emergency exemplarily. It was challenging to listen to the recording by the Travis Command Post. There was enough time that could have helped save Eddie. One of the crew amongst those that Eddie was carrying tried to put off the fire through a small hand fire extinguisher but never managed because the fire was big (Danko, 2018). The fire became too large, and the extinguisher was expended within seconds since it was small. At this time, despite reports being shown over what was happening, the Vehicle designated for Rapid Intervention had not even left where it was stationed to respond to this emergency. However, the documents from the Air Force don give a clear explanation as to why the fire truck did not roll in time and took all that long to show up when Eddie had already succumbed. 

Eddie’s family was left to decide on what best could be done since the Air Force did not provide answers and therefore the family decided to sue the U.S Air Force. However, the Air Force did not accept any liability and held that its response to the accident was in time and was within the standard time that has been set by the Travis operations (Andreini v. United States, Case No. 3:15-cv-01169-JD, 2017). According to Air Force, they claimed that the spread of the fire was too fast and therefore no help could have been offered regardless of fast the trucks could have made it to the aircraft. It was finally decided by the Air Force that they were immune to the lawsuit by the family since Eddie had signed liability before taking off and that Air Force is a United States Government instrumentality.
Conclusively, we can attest that the Air Force was the one to blame for the death of Eddie. Their negligence and lack of accountability led to poor management of the accident. From the investigations done, it was proved that the Air Force had not made the required standards at Travis. The positioning of the trucks more than a mile away was one of the failures of the Air Force operations. Besides, the firefighters were roaming around the airfield taking pictures and enjoying themselves. They were supposed to be in the trucks awaiting any alarm so that they can subtly respond to an emergency like that of Eddie’s performance so that they can be able to save lives. For that reason, it was difficult for them to act in time towards the flaming aircraft.  Finally, the Air Force agreed to accountability in Eddie’s death after a litigation period of four years.
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